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Abstract

Modern life is interlaced with growing and developing demands and expectations for skills. Acquiring
education is a key to a person's personal and material well-being. Formal education is crucial and
innate talent is insufficient. Acquiring education contributes to human capital, and the interest to

human capital is a person's salary that provides a good quality of life and a stable standard of living.

Israel's education system is struggling with the problem of inequality, and already for 20 years
academic education bodies and institutions are found to be widely spread. The findings from this
paper show that despite the de-jure situation—institutional actions to expand the availability of
institutions of higher education, scholarships, etc.—there is still a significant positive correlation
between the education level and demographic characteristics: gender, nationality, origin, level of
religiosity, and socioeconomic characteristics. Despite the importance ascribed to an academic
education by the population, in all its diversity, a significant gap between different groups in acquiring
an education exists, and the Oriental Jewish communities still have lower rates of academic

education, also when holding constant the education of their parents.

The factors are varied — culture, environment, neighborhood, family, socio-economic, and the ability
to finance tuition and related housing expenses. But the picture emerges that persons of other origins
(European, American, Israeli, persons of mixed origins, and immigrants from the former USSR) have
2.5 to 3 times higher probability of acquiring an academic education than persons of Asian or African
origin (even when holding constant the education of their parents). This requires special attention,
especially in light of the intergenerational connection. Positive relationships between ethnic groups
and socio-economic background, which may account for the acquisition or non-acquisition of an

academic education, do not eliminate the need to overcome the ethnic connection.

Keywords: Social Survey, human capital, higher education, academic education, origin.
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